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The known pedigree of this family dates back to the year 1618, The
same year that Hendrick Hudson discovered the coast of New Jersey, Raritan Bay and
the Hud30n River,
The first of the family, as far as there is any known record was a

Barron Van Brackle who was a large landholder on Brackle Lake in central Holland, ‘It

dtens there was a custom with the Dutch when they came to this country to takw the

name\qf the place they last lived in, in Holland, and as Van in Dutch means from,

they ﬁut that as a prefix to their name - hence we have Van Brackle, and a host of

other Vans, a1l of which were names from some place they lived in, in\Holland. e
Whert Barron Van Braéﬁe died he left thfrce sons and a widow as )

heirs. to his eState. They sold their property and came to America, Their

intentions wére to settle in Long Island, as the greater part of the inhabitants were

from Holland; but not finding a p;ace that suited them they came over t6 what is now ;\ 3 ;1}f

New Jeiscy. Here they 4Bﬂnd.a track of land tﬁat suited them although it was a ‘ z . '?i

wilderness, But a Holland Dutchmar never runs away from Hard work, Thellgians S

d1aimed thé land but a small sum and a few presents satisfied them, It was inciuded

in a section which was owned by a company ¢f in England and was in the care of an

Agent by the name of John Swinton, The part that they bougﬁ was bounded on the

Jest by the road leading from Freehold to Matawan so on down to Union on the Wess

by-the-zead-leading-frem-Breehold-to-Mata Bay Shore, This road was an Indian trail originally.'

There was another Trail branched off from the main one at Freehold, came dovm through |

what is now Dutch Lane, Holkiel to Keyport, a third trail left the one at Holmdel

came down to the Shore at Keyport, Another branched off at Holmdel came thgough

Hiddleto:n on to the Highlands, These branches were the termination or end of the

hain Indian Trail that cormenced in the central part of Bew York State, It cameé down to

the Delaware River at the Delaware Water Gap, followed the River as far as where

Trenton is located, from thence to Freehold there it baanched off into different ' N

routes which lead to the shore of Raritan Baye This trail was at least six hundred
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miles long and was traveled twice é;ery year, Spring and Fall, These Indians belong to
the Mohawk tribe wbich was a part of the Algonquin Nation, They came down to the Bay
to fish to get oysters and clams which they dried on pieces of thebark of trees to take
back with them to use as food through the Winter. As we travel these roads it is interesténg
to know that they were traveled by a people unknown by the ithite Race long before our
forefathers were borne,

I have digressed from the main subject of n¥y narrative, We will return to
the ybundety of the'v&n Brackle Bstate, HWhich was bounded on the North by the road leading
from Matawan through Bethany and intersecting the road that connects Beyport with Middletown,
The Eastern boundary started some where near Paren Brown's corner, running South until it
terminated in the road that starts at Frenmeau and ends at the Holddel Cemetery, It was on
this road their house was built, nearly opposite the location where James ®an Brackles
residence stands, The house when first built was constructed of logs, but in the course
of time it was weatherboarded and plastered inside and made comfportable, The Chimney and
férepaace was built of stone and was eight feet from jam to jam; large enough to
accommodate the whole family,

When a boy, I oftem visited the family and well remember the old house
and think I could make a drewing of it, A little incident occurred at one of miy visits
which had a2 tendency to aid my memory, As I sat at the table eating, the old lady said in
broken English, "Bat what you want but make quick the Man's is coming",

This we had for a long time, as a by word when we wished any one to hurry,
"Make quick the man®s is coming',

Mathias, Garret and @ilbert the three brothers owned the property jointly for
a short time, Garret and Gilbert became dissatisfied, the partnership was dissolved,
Mathias becoming the entire owner, Garret went South and settled in one of the Carolinas at
that time there was but oney afterward it was divided and it became North and South
- Carolina, Here Stephen married and had three children and adopted one which made four
children in the family, Stephen, Samuel and Dolly were his own children, In the course
of +ime the father died, The mother came North wédth her three children to thehome in

which her deceascd husband cnce hal 2 share, now owned by Mathias, MHe had a Stephen
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with that of his brother's made two 8tephens in the same family, To prevent discord and
secure harmony they changed the name of Stephen to Himes, the maiden name of his mother, :
This was my Father and your brother's and Sister's grandfather, The adopted son re-
mained South with his g;andparents.

Gilvert aftgr settling up his affairs here embarked onboard of a vessel bound
for Cubh = one of the West India Islands, The ship was stranded on one of the Bermuda
1é1a§3§%and 1i‘was reported that he was drowned, But the report was false, He was picked uﬁ;
and ¥aken to Cuba, . A few years ago an old gray beaxded man called to See me, He: intro- 7
d&ccd hlﬁselé by lnquirigg if my name was Van Brackle, ‘'Well, said I, "we mast be somehow |
iélgted for that is my neme, for there are but few of that name living", He proved to be:

*the son 6fvéilbe:t who was reported lost. He then gave in detail tge adventure of his
fether who had been reported drovned end his own life, I failed to get the full history
of his father's family which I very much regret. He was a P#fgH bachelor, His health ..

had ﬁilied him and he was advised by his physician to come North, He did so and bought

4
5

«om ’.‘Y"‘.-‘é«" -

a ranch in the West, not 1iking the business sold out and was then on his way back to ..
Cuba, I regret that our interview was so short for there were many things I could havez
learned that I failed to get, ‘
@

We now resume our natrative of the Llnbge of the Van Bgackle family, In T
writing the ling;e of the family I find that the custonm of using the same name in
families of different generations creates confusion and is difficult sometimes to tell
which family they belong, The custom seems to come from a desire as a mark of honor to

our Progenators and friends,

In 1876 there was a Barron Van Brackle that visited the Centennial of World's
Bir at Philadelphia from Holland, So some of the name must stil1ll be in existance and
the name is not d¥ing out in Holland as it is in this Country. A dozen or less would
cover 211 of that name that I know, At one time it numbered many but by marriage it has
befome nearly extinct, Those that are living are the descemxiants of Mathias and Garret
of the three brothers of the original family,

As for Gilbert all we know cr can learn of him wasthat he was not drowned as

reported, but saved, went to Cuba married and had children, Mathias, the eldest

of the three that €irst ceme ¥ ths Country hedd ehildren H."". 8"1{654'?;0;\’ -3 L;‘}\
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fathez's namey (Mathias).. He was a leading polltisain and was a member of the assembly

RER S

for many yeass, Bealdcs hﬁ was t Major of the Malitia, He married Rachel Briton, He
had a daughter thai married Gen, James Morgan who owned the property on the Bay Shore that «;ﬁ

bears his name. Stephen, another son of Mathias the first - who married the widow of
wx‘
John Wa.u. Her decendents (by her first husband, a famuy mumercus and very popular, It is

not “Yiown that she had any children by her second husband, =
; -A third Mathiasof thc lineage was about my age we looked so much aliké that

we we:e often taken one for the uther.' Hé married a Miss Carhart, She diéd, He theu
iarrled ihe'widew of Jéhn Bedle; Hé had a blacksmith shop that was located ubout B
whera the ﬁaziet Rc Rg Station is. It was moved from there to the Keyport Mlddlétown

road just about where Ros&Vee:'s house atandn finéi:& lt was moved \o Mechanlo&iiie.

He nad chlidfen by hla ladt wife; ﬁui I don't know how many or whether thern dre any livingatiw
/ | Stephen, gtandsou of Mathlaﬁ the first, married Maria Padington. He had ‘,’°“‘”'§,
Stephen, who was a piivate in the Revolution, He ad a brother who was killed by a mob of h
Engllshxggn in Matawan. Thi_l occurred in 1778, There was a Hannah in this family who "
‘married ﬁnié Contover, = There was .a John ®an Brackle who had a Blacksmith Shop in e
Freai;a\i whd was & lay judge of»'the County of Monmouth for many years, Hehad a : P IR
daughter who married Major Thomas Arrowswith Thq' had four children, John, George
and Stephen and .mea George was killed at Gettysburg during the Civdl War,
Stephen was principal pf the Public School at Red Bank, N, J, I don't known if

&'tma is 1iving or nhot, A

. The n‘ext Li:age is that of Garret's, It will be remembered that his o~

widow returrnied with three children; Stephen or Himes, Samuel and Dolly, A1l I

know J;s I remember Samuel he was very lame, When a child he lived, it is said with

a man what was" a hard drinker, when 'froﬁ home one night he got drunk and laid out of

doors all night, Bamuel stayed with him, took a heavy cold which was the causSe of
) his lameness as long as he lived, This was the ¥an Brackle that Dora Aumack lived

with, when 8 boy., He had five children that I knew, John, Stephen, Eliza, Nancy and Mrs,

Burnham, Stephen never marréed and Mrs, Burnham had four children, two sons and two daugh-_,_j ;
3 U’V L,", ki s J
whE e

tters, Theri aunt, Mrs, Willlam Ackerson adopted one of the daughters, who married TR A

Stafford Murphy, Théy ha§ four children, Carrie, Harry Lida and Katle, Carrée married

Y .
e Y B ek N . «
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william Bmmons and Lida #Arried John Willie,
| Samuel the progenitor of this branch of the family died October 25, 1835 and
was buried in the Cedar Grove Cemetery, Thecre was a Mathias Van Brackle, that
married a daughter of Hendrick Vanderbilt, He was the father of James M. Van Brackle
recently deccased, Two sons of his are living on a part of the Homestead,
Dolly, the daughter of Stephen ¥an Lrackle and only sister of my father
married Joseph Stoney, The progenitor of all the Stoney4 in and ahout Jeyport,
Josefph Stoney was Capt, of a sloop that plied between Keyport and New York for many
yeard and ;as very popular, They had eleven or twleve childrén, 1 remember the followlng:’
William, Stephen, Géorge, Ann, James Samuel, Richard, Joseph, Mary and Amanda, Willaim
married a Miss Cottrell and Ann married John Walling, The others margied but I deo not hwwﬂ
to whom, iStEphcn had a son 1iving in Keyport, the only one of the entire number who is
alive, ‘
The next in erder is the pregeny Himes, who married Amy Pool, daughter of Georgé ‘
Pooi; They ;éd eleven child:en, Stephen, Samuel Mary, Catherine, Nancy, George, Jacob, LA
Elizabeth, James, Monroe and David, Stephen married Jane Morrell, Sanuel never married,
Mary mayxtied Sylvanus ¥aylor by him she had three children, Samsel, Rebecca and Amy, e
Samiel dled in infancy, Rebecca married George Pool, they had three children, Monroe,
Charlés and Bmmogenne, Sylvanus died when 8amuel was a babe. SheAfte rwards married Richard
Pool, by ﬁin she had four children, Ida, Margaret, George and Lizzie, Ida married Robert
Wardell, By him she has one child, a daughter, She afterward married, She had no children,
Maggie.m?tried william Cowley, She had no children, George married a lady living in w
Newark, New Jersey., They had one child, George, Lizzie married Jacob Garrabramdt,
Amy, sister of Rebecca and daughter of Mary Taylor, married William Emmons.
They had two children, Malisse and Bdward,
Stephen that married Jane Morrell had two children, Joseph and Florence, who
died when a young lady, Joseph married Caxoline o They had two children, Joseph and

Jennie, Jennie married Dan sSulliven, She had two children, Dora and Naomi, who married

William >Sullivan,




' One is 1iving who married Jesse Walling., They have one son, @eorge, who is married, and
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6. The next in Himes Pedigree i8 Naficy who married Benjamin Bverson. They had four “;;-'%

chlldren, George, Mathias, Hesté& and Jennie, Of these there us 1little known, They
all mattied and somne moved to parts unknown, Nany married a second husband but had nb

children by him, Samuel never married, but lived until he was about 25 or 30 years of age,

George married Margaret Denise, They had five chHildren, four of which died in infancy,

1s'a9p§bmi81ng young man, He is married,

Next to George came Jtcob, who married Martha Walling. They had wight children,

e

- james. Hannah B, Richard, Mary, ancy, Amelia, Ann, Amy, and Joseph James married 2

! 1

Miss Benise, They had two children, John who is m1s8o married and Nana who is also

1

martied, . Hannah le ma:ried wllliad Peper, Mary married his brother,.Geofgas They - -

3.1" * el
hve two daUghters who have two daughtera. James went wway and was never heard from

ﬁftitwatds MOnroc, a very promising young man, died when about twenty-two or three

years old, D&ﬂ&d the_yoqugst 15 still living at the age of nearly nlnety—six years;

This ends the Genealogy of the iOng end prolific family of Van Brackles,

The Van Braclle# famllbes came ftom a nation the stock of which was noted for

EY

, 4

Slow ‘and sure was their rule of life. Washington Irving gives a graphic description of -
the manners and customs of tha Dutch in his Golfen Age of New York, He says, "They
were the most non-excitable people living on the face of the Barth, They bad a different way

of 1living and doing things ftom other people, He gives an example, their dwellings were

always built with their gable end to the road or street, The first story of their -

dwell&ngs were built of wood, the second 8tory was of brick.r The interior was kept
scrupulously clean, Their furniture was scanty and plain, colored and wites ate at the

same table, There was one article of food on the table at every meal, that was fried

pori cut up into bits werved from wooden bowls‘and harpooned with a fork as a fisherman
would harpoon a shark, The first story was divided into two rooms, one was océupled by the;

family with a large fireplace large enough to accommodate the whole family, let i"be more
QAA
or less, One corner was usually occupied by the Old Burgher, the other by ab old crone of

'.5{.

a negro., 7The front foom was the spare department that served the purpose of bedroom in

which no one ever slept and Parlor., It was not even entered except on Weddings and Punerals

SOg et cle Sak+ 2R

'ltheir honesty, moraiity und d desire to live in peace at home and with nations abroad, i ¥
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and sweeping days, which occured once a week, They had no carpets, fﬁat was considered an un<

necessary extrlvégence. They sprinkles white sand on the floor and the House wife walkéd out

b
backwards so as to leave no tracks and making all sorts of rhomboids with her breom, .
. -
THE POOL FAMILY
-;u? The progenators of this family were natives of Bngland, They came to this ¥

Cohntty~1n its early history béfore the American Revolution, Nothémg is known of the

family previous to thelt coming to this Country. George and his wife Mary were the

pro;enators cf m thePooas of Monmuth County, They bought a tract of fana at what is

i

néin as’ Uﬂion about tWo mlles north of Keyport. The nunmber of acres ih the orlginal tratig

‘

i3 ﬁdi inovn, bu% 1t 13 !upﬂos&d to be several hundred, It is now divided into ueveral faaﬂs

, owneet by Gilbeit Van Matex and others, - O ‘«*

“%

b ¥
tr fv;'

§ ; % “Their flrsf house &tood near whete the present one stands, not far troﬂ the shdté‘ giek

A

There wau a spring of water in the garden in front of the house which saved the house when set

on f&ru by the Brltlsh. They had eight childten. four boys and four girls, Richardy Joééph,5;

i A X

James, Georgey Polly, Amy and Pattle and one that married a Blackledge ( I don't temember\»“

her. fi:sf hame)g Thefathsr and his two song, Richard and James, were drafted in the Army.i;,fi

The father served in th%fortifications on Sandy Hook, Richard was a drummer and James ?pQQ%lé
was ;‘private 1n the raﬁké | These three served during the eight years or during the .”n{;
e;tlge war, Owing to the proximity of their residence to the shore they were subjected to ’
ocontinual annoyance and often endangered of being murdered by the enemy who would sail AE

>

arouh&ﬁSaﬁdyinék into the Bay, anchor and come on Shore and commit 211 kinds of depredations,
Qften have I listened to my Mother's stories as she related the darger to which

they were subjected to continual ly during the war and the exploits of her father and

brothers in outwitting the British in their attacks, A few of these exploits as far as I -

know have never been published, I give the account of them as I heard them related, ,  $%

e o
ST v

One day in the spring of 1775 a British man of War came sailing aroung Sandy
¢ ‘
Hook and anke¥ad s short distarce from shore., My grandfather and one of his sons happened
to be home on furlogh, They harnessed the horses to a wagon, put the mother and small

children in it and sent them up among the hills, Thern was a Aurt cellar ‘hear the back
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door , for people at that time owing to the scarceessy of bLrick made cellars of logs and dirt:
such as the one on the Poole property, The father and son hid in this cellar, taking theig l
guns with them and,hid in the corners so they could not be seen through the glass in the i
dootg They had notilong to walt before they heard the enemy coming, When they got to the
house thé dootﬁ‘yere locked, they tried the celler door that was also locked, They tried
the @%nddws and ihey were fastened, The leader then gave his instructions, one to keep g
guﬁtd.outsldc‘“tWD others were to go through the house for plunder, the other wewe to g
pile the furniture in one of the rooms, when all was ready set fire to the pile and burn the
whole house, That was thedr plan well formed. but the execution was a failure, The
watchman took his podition in front of the house while the four went into obey their ordeté‘
Thé enemy had stacked thclt guns against the cellar near the door, When those in the house,
had got well engagcd in their work of destruction the two in the cellerx quietly opened the
door’ and.took the guns inside, leaving twe-dn-$hethe enemy without any arms of defence, When
thosé {nside ha were well engaged the twvo in the cellar commenced to yell, the centinal -
pame iunnlng from tis post in the road, when he turned the corner of the house met a load
of shot and féll dead, The others in the House ran for their guns but instead gogL load
of sﬁot. There lay four dead men, One after another fell dead as they made their
appearance, They had piled the furniture in one of the rooms put a strww bed on top of
\hhe furniture set fire to the bed which was just getting under good headway when a few
pails of water saved not only the furniture but the house, It was the promptness in
action and the hearby spring that saved all,

Among the furniture was an old flax spinning wheel, that was charred
considerably but né(so it was useless., It was kept until the loom made such yheels useless,
It was then kept in the fami&gas a Relic, Mgy mother ha& it for years and itli/ﬁzim that 1
got the information that I am writing, In the course of years our home passed into other
hands, 1 lcarned that the owner was remodling the house, I thoughfbf the old wheel for
it was put in a glg¢ floft avove the ceiling, this place could only be entered through a

trap door which was too small for the wheél to pass through, I heaxrd they werxe making

alterations and went immediately to go after the old relic, On approaching the premisses,
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were never free from.danger. ﬁbr War was {he same then as it is now, life and ptoperty
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. the first object that drew my attention wad parts of the old wheel, Theyrhad broken it in ﬁiec«
in getting it out. Such &3 the result of thoughtlessness ' The mother and children retutned’
expecting to find thei: home in ashes but they re joiced to find evcrything saved except the
1688 of a straw bed and daméged furniture,

Those were tdmes when safety requitcd vigilance and even the greatest caution as they

t A 5 i ’,5:

was hever secure and victbry was never won without danger,

Another expioit of the Pool family shows they were notc&rqnes and could see danger

lhcid.ﬁhd COuld prepare to meet or prevent it, One day a full rigged British man of War

v £

caﬁ{ilh from the Sel and nnchored opposlte Union, There was evident® 1ndications of

o

ﬁ!ICHief nhetd.‘ The old father and his two sons happened to be home, At this time the

Bti{tiah had possession of Staten Island for the Tories traded with then, The Pools tOOk a

¥
,11

o J\
#=

calf. geese and’ chickend 8nd tled them on the deck of their smack, each one taking an g H

eXtra gun, went on board end hid in the hole of the vessel, When all was ready they ~>,.3{;;3
_hoisted a sail and took their course as if they were going on the spposite shore of {He bay.% i

Tte calf bawled, the geese squalled and the chicken cack&dd All was confusion 0n deck

of the imaCk. The British seeihg them undoubtadly though they had a prize, launched their
snall boat and a crew of four men jumped in and rowed with all their steength for the
smack. When within a shdrt distance the seamen yelled out surrender, Two boys jumped out
of the hole and before the British c0uld bring their guns to their shoulders two of them
received a full charge and droppeéd and the thiid was wounded, the fourth was made prisoner, L
The onethat escaped being shot proved to be an American that had been pressed into the.
British service and had a £m&1 family in Pennsylvania, The dead were buried by the side
of thebeach af!the Highwater mark a little East of the present dock, The stearnsman of
the small boat was the mate of the crew which proved 80 be a great loss to the British i
service,

At another time they were awakened in the dead hours of night by a hog squeéling in

the pen not far from the house, An investieation proved that a boat had come from ship

in the bay. Thejhad come ashore and were Stealing hogs, My grandmother crept out

steathly got the range of the thieves and fired, Instead of having a hog to take an
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board they had a dead man,
Such is theﬂoiiginal stock of the Pool family, To my knowledge the Ancestors of those %
living bave reason to boast of their 1ineage, THey may rot have been brilliant as

they were what is far better they were honest and patriotic amd O1d ar
orators and statesmen but/they were in their Country's Service from the time they weteqyoung...
01d enough to handle a musket until the War was ended, I regret that I have not succedded in
getting the full lineage of the familp., The old stock I knew well, but the younger ones
scAttered as they grew up, | | i
The p}ogenitors éf the‘Poole Family as already stated were George and Maxy qu;g, - They uetef;g
Engiisl;. by bli’fﬁ,‘.f' They ane to. fhia country in its early history as already stated; I 'regre‘i -i
that I am not able to give the lineage in full of this noted and prolific family. ‘Thetiw' -
were elght children four boys and fout gitts, Richard the eldest, then George, James and
Joseph; The giils‘were Polly, Amy and two others I am unable to give their first names, %
but one married a rames, the cother a Blackledge, Richard had two children fhat I knew,.f‘«éf:iﬁ

George and Eliza, George Had five, Joseph, James, Richard, Jane and Ida, So we know

but 1ittle of this poelific family, (Lineage of the van Brackle Family.)

+PARENTS - BIRTH DATED MARRIAGES i

Himes January 31 1784 Amy Poole August 12, 1803

Any Poole August 25, 1781 Himes (Stephen Van Brackle) - .

5 GHILDREN

Stephen June 24, 1804 Jane Morrell

Samuel Nov, 20, 1805 Not married -

Catherine Nev. 10, 1807 Died in infancy

Mary Dee, 20, 1808 Sylvenus Taylor No. 2 Richard Poole

Elizabeth fan, 30, 1813 Not married

Nancy Nov, 20,1810 Benjamin Rverson  August 1831 Mr, Vail

George Aug., 16, 1814 Margaret Denise

Jacob Aug. 2, 1816 Martha Walling

James Sept, 13, 1818 Died 1830 g

Monroe Feb, 17, 1821 JRAE/MPdd /X834 Died Oct, 16, 18 ;
u

David P, Aug, 23, 1823 Jane Wood 1854 ek cdn® e . ¢

D, P, Van Brackle,



