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Rochester Man Completes Record
of Sky Battle over German Lines

| An Indian Head insignia, such asis shown in this picture, en-
!Ihlll!d Arthur B. Curran, a Rochester attorney and during the
| War & member.of the Lafayette Escadrille, to piece together
;@ story of a thrilling air battle behind the enemy lines in
France. In that battle, an AmeriCan aviator was shot down,
but lives to tell the story 1o his four children, born since the
conflict. The story came to light when a former German sol-
_dier who came to make his home in the United States brought
. with him a picture of the plane and asked whether anyone could
tell him of the fate of the bald birdman,

.




‘Men Who Participated in Aviation Action During
World War Supply Missing Links in Story;: Former
German Soldier Sends Picrure That Starts Inquiry

With Memorial Day brioging|
back thoughbts of past wary. and
especially. to the present gemers-i
tion, of the Weorld War. sn echo of |
that holocaustic cenflict lv heurd|
In an fheident io which a Roch-
cater attormey. Arthur B. Curran,
played s part.,”

Io the January issue of the Amer.
lean Legion Monthly, a picture was
published showing an Amencan)
plane which had landed behind,
the snemy lines near Beney, France,
about which were grouped & Dum-
ber of American soldiers. It waa|
s¢Dt by B erman farmer saldier,
no wa resident of Philadelphia, Joe
Bender, who desired to know who
the pliot had been and what had

become of him since the War.

Thas picture ahowed a paloted lo-
signia on the plepe in the nature uf
an Indian head, wialeh {dentified it
A5 a plane of the 1034 American’
Squadron, originally the Lafayetls.
Escadrille insiguia. It came (o the
stiention of Mr. Curran, who was'
vorgeant major in the squadron. m|
that capacily his duties Included:
keeping a record of the squadron’s,
actlvitiea, and he Was able ot once
to Kdentily the plane and its pllot.;
The June {(ssaus of tha Amaeriean;
Legion Monthly containa this in-.
formation from him:

Licuirnant Todd FPllet

“My records Indicate thst the
liot was First Lieutenant Van
nkiz Todd who was reported
missing while on flight ovar tbe
lines oo Aug. 11, 1918, 1 quote (rom
a memorandum roade om that date:

*On Aug. 11. 1918, » patrol of
four planes operaled over Lhe sece
tor 8t Mich-Pont-s-Mousson be-
tween 9:05 apd 10:25. On this pa.
troltrol, Lisut Todd falied o re
turn after being In & combat. dur
ing which he destroyed an enemy
plans, Last seen being mttacked
By an enemy biplana mnd to fall
in a nose dlve about 15 kilometers
inside enemy lines in the region of
Euveein, France'

“The 103d. #till retaining the
name of the Lafayetts Escadrille
was then stalioned with the Third
Pursuit Qroup and fiying from a
fisld just outside Vaucoulers,
France. The 1034 was the first
American air unit actively operal-
ing \n the Zone of Advance ARainst
the ¢énemy. It became a complele
American Air Service unit Feb 18
1919 when the snlisted personnel
of the 1534 relieved the French en-
Iisted personnel of their dutice and
the tormer American pilote of the
Lafsystte Escedrilie continued a4
the ofticer parsohnel. From time
e time I have s2¢n stelemenis o
the effect that the #th Asro
Squadron was the lisl American



alr squadron oo the froat Tms
of course. !s not trug, because the
gd:h did not commence combat,
work om the froat until April or!
latar. The firet real officially con-y
firmed victory by the American
sir service unit was that of Lieul.
Pau F. Baer of the 103d. on
March 11, 19187 : . |
Van Winkle- Todd wae found |
tollowing  Teceipt of thia letter
from Mr. Curran o Matawan,
N. I He provided further de-
tails of the ewenis . was|
shot down over Beney fying &
Spad bearing ths Indian Head,
insignia - i
natirchdtod parliz voo perdsdss

-Conirels Shol Away |

Hia controly wery shot away by

e Fokker which had been nne of
a group g the biplans be
shot down. He fel! 4.100 meeters in
a spln, slowing up at 'mlervais o
tbe extent possibia with rudder and
motor only acd as a result e
caped uninfured from two Hun
chasss plades which fallowed him
down. His pians canght im a ‘ree
and be was not Injured iz landing.
Captored by the Germans. he spebl
ibe rest of the war In prigos campe.
: Ha i pow the fathir of four admir.
ling dsughters.
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[ Mr. Curran prizses his compiets
| end valuabis record of the 1084
squadron. one of the ™wet vabent
Iud picturseque in the entire prv-
“lce. beyond price. He has alee his
t|-.u|:|-~.||-\|,l diary of the doings ef the
‘squadron. Which COEIAIRF ARy
‘terlliing aad adeorbing rpisedes.

I An sutograpbed picture of Msjor
'ildiags Thaw., a mamber of tbe
arizinsl Lafayette Escalrille, ss B

existed before the United States .n-‘!
{efed the war, amd commander af,
fthe 103d sguadron. subsequently,;
hangs on the wall of My. Curran's
office. The Escadrille contalned
some-of the greatest “war birds” of
them all. The Iata Lieut William
Dugan of Rochester was ons of its
membera, ]
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